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Abstract

This thesis comprises an historical novel, with an accompanying appendix of notes and a
glossary, and a scholarly exegesis. It introduces a new way to interrogate the works of
Belgian-born author Georges Simenon by responding to his trifold oeuvre, which includes his
novels of the famed Commissaire Jules Maigret, his often overlooked noir novels and his
multiple autobiographies. A major focus of the research has been an exploration of the
author’s relationship with his younger brother Christian and how he addresses his complex
feelings towards him in four discrete works referred to here as the “brother novels”. The
novel, The Missing Years, which is at the heart of the present thesis, mirrors Simenon’s
output by taking the form of a triptych in which three fictional brothers are all representative
of varying aspects of the author himself. The imaginative work involved in this novel, along
with the notes and glossary, and the exegesis and bibliography that complete the creative
archive, represents a comprehensive study of the author that is not merely biographical but
that also becomes in effect a creative archive. The nexus of the creative and critical elements
allows a previously unattempted reconstruction of the life of the author.

The focus of the novel aspect of the thesis is an interval of five years from the invasion of
France by the German forces at the end of the drdle de guerre until towards the end of 1945.
By having one persona in Paris and a second in La Rochelle, disparities of life under
occupation can be contrasted to show different realities of war and occupation. In reality,
Christian Simenon was charged with war crimes towards the end of the war and met his death
in 1947, but the imaginative reconstruction has cathected both events within the Occupation
period. The reason for choosing this timeframe is to address two aspects receiving attention
from scholars, namely the charge that Simenon ignored World War Two in his writings and
that his most famous protagonist, in novels spanning some four decades, does not experience
the Occupation. It will be demonstrated that while the author attempted to redress the first
charge by several novels written from 1947 to 1961, studies show that he tackled the subject
of war and conflict in many of his novels through an indirect approach. While he may have
had many reasons for keeping Maigret out of the war, this creative archive explores what a
detective in that era and under those circumstances would have been able to achieve.





